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so, but we place the claims of this object upon the immova-

ble fouiKlations of public justice. Wherever a free school

system has been establislied, the benefits of which may be

enjoyed by all other classes of the white population, some

provision for the simultaneous education of the deaf aud dumb

and the blind, would seem to be imperatively demanded on

the score of right. Let it be remembered that those two un-

fortunate classes, are alone excluded fi-oni tlie advantages of

public instruction. But upon what principle of equity sliould

they be denied a similar provision ? Misfortune should not

be treated as a crime, uor bar their access to the bounty of

the State. A special provision is clearly necessary, to fulfill

the design of a public school system, and offer to all the chil-

dren of the State the means of acquiring a useful education.

Entertaining these views, and confidently believing that when

considered, they will be sustained by the people and the Le-

gislature of Xorth-Carolina, we have continued to struggle on

with our Hmited means, to the close of another session. Du-

ring this time the condition of the buildings and appurtenan-

ces, have necessarily deteriorated ; but nevertheless some lit-

tle effort at improvement has been made. The grounds of

the institution have received some attention, and I have, un-

der your direction, caused them to be well planted with for-

est and ornamental trees, many of which are now flourishing.

. Considerable labor and expense have been laid out upon the

garden, but owing to the arrangement of the session, the pu-

pils and teachers derive but little benefit from it. Unfortu-

nately, very few early vegetables \vere cultivated, and those

of a later kind, came to maturity during the vacation. The

garden therefore, so far, has proved of vei-y little advantage

to the institution during the operation of the school.

It now becomes my duty to re})resent to the board, and

through them to the Legislature, the actual condition of the

buildings and enclosures. The statements I may make, can

be confirmed by personal or official inspection. The general

wear and tear, common in such establishments, have been

greatly accelerated by the character of the materials origi-

nally used in the construction of the edifice. A year ago it


